Release Ukrainian Filmmaker Oleg Sentsov
Statement by the Board of the EU-Russia Civil Society Forum
Oleg Sentsov, a Ukrainian filmmaker, was arrested by the Russian security services in May 2014
on terrorism charges after protesting the Russia’s annexation of Crimea. He was sentenced to 20
years in prison in August 2015 after a trial marred with procedural violations1. Prominent Russian
and international human rights organisations consider the charges and the verdict in the case
Sentsov ungrounded and politically motivated.
Currently detained in the Labytnangy Correctional Colony in the Far North of the Russian
Federation, Sentsov went on hunger strike on 14 May 2018 to raise awareness and ask for the
release of dozens of Ukrainian detainees currently held by the Russian state2.
Russian authorities deny Ukrainian diplomats and the Commissioner for Human Rights of the
Verkhovna Rada access to Sentsov, as the former consider him a Russian citizen, like all other
Crimean inhabitants, who did not personally refuse the Russian citizenship. Oleg Sentsov firmly
insists on him being a citizen of Ukraine.
On 22 June, Sentsov’s lawyer Dmitri Dinze visited him, describing his client as ‘very weak, very
pale.’ He said Sentsov had lost approximately 20 kilos and faced problems with his heart and
kidneys3.
Oleg Sentsov and his family are hoping that the FIFA World Cup will raise concern for his cause
given it is the most widely followed sport event in the world.
A strong international mobilisation has been observed since Sentsov’s imprisonment. A resolution
was voted by the European Parliament on 16 June 2018 calling for the release of Sentsov as well
as other ‘illegally detained Ukrainian citizens in Russia and Russia-annexed Crimea immediately
and unconditionally4.’ On 28 June 2018, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
(PACE) adopted a resolution5, whereas it expressed its deepest concern about continued
detention of over 70 Ukrainian citizens in Russia and Crimea, including Oleg Sentsov, ‘on politically
motivated or fabricated charges’ and called upon their immediate release. These detainees’ state
of health and conditions of detention should be monitored by international observers, including
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the International Committee of the Red Cross, says the PACE resolution. The call for Sentsov’s
release was supported by athletes and representatives of the film industry, among others, by
Pedro Almodóvar, Ken Loach, Wim Wenders, Krzysztof Zanussi 6.
The fact that Oleg Sentsov’s life is currently endangered is unacceptable. We urge the Russian
authorities to take immediate action and release him. We also call upon the Russian authorities
to fulfil their international obligations and comply with the norms of the Council of Europe for the
humane treatment of prisoners.
29 June 2018

Contacts:
Harry Hummel, Board Member of the EU-Russia Civil Society Forum / Netherlands Helsinki
Committee (The Hague, the Netherlands); HHummel@nhc.nl
Ralph du Long, Board Member of the EU-Russia Civil Society Forum (Assen, the Netherlands);
ralph@dulong.eu

The EU-Russia Civil Society Forum was established in 2011 by non-governmental organisations as
a permanent common platform. At the moment, 150 NGOs from Russia and the European Union
are members or supporters of the Forum. It aims at development of cooperation of civil society
organisations from Russia and EU and greater participation of NGOs in the EU-Russia dialogue.
The Forum has been actively involved, inter alia, in the questions of facilitation of visa regime,
development of civic participation, protection of the environment and human rights, dealing with
history and civic education.
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